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CATCH SOME AIR
Air quality has taken the lead role in the green movement — and

with good reason. Almost every home contains a variety of VOCs

(volatile organic compounds) that off-gas into the air. VOCs are

everywhere, from paint and wood stains to furniture and fabrics,
from carpeting and cabinetry to the cleaning supplies under the
sink. And some may have short- and long-term adverse health
effects. But stains and paints are available in gentle, water-based
formulas and fabric, furniture and carpeting manufacturers are
producing products without toxin-emitting fabric guards. Clean,

safe, attractive alternatives can offer a breath of fresh air. Literally.

The Alen Paralda HEPA air purifier
removes harmful bacteria and
airborne contaminants.
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CELEBRATE DIVERSITY
Innovative use of unexpected materials is one of the cornerstones of the green
movement — it's also a touchstone of good design. And when the two come together, a

home can become an expression of individuality. AT O LI e

Reclaimed items, like the wood slab Merrill used to design a one-of-a-kind dining table,
bring unique character into a home. Part of the table’s appeal is its history. “It was from

a 150- year-old cabin in Hutchison owned by a Finnish immigrant,” Merrill says. But
despite its humble beginnings, the wood’s current incarnation is elegant enough for

almost any décor.

Recycling resuscitates products that have passed their prime. “For every product out
there, there’s an alternative with recycled content,” says Foss. “From carpeting made

from recycled soda bottles to recycled upholsteries for fabrics.”

Along with recycled fabrics, eco-friendly textiles made from natural alpaca, cotton, linen,
hemp and bamboo are gaining popularity as upholstery, draperies and accents. Available

in an array of rich colors, patterns and textures, options are available for every taste.

TOP: Horizontal-grain bamboo flooring
in ebony

ABOVE: Q Collection Canopy Fabric

LEFT: Recycled carpeting in the Thrive
Design Studio
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